Single dashes

Dashes, unlike brackets, do not always have to be used in pairs. For certain purposes they can be used singly. In some situations they are an alternative to brackets but they can also be used to mark an expectant pause.
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A dash is often used to mark a pause or break before a sudden change of direction in a sentence. It may come before an afterthought added on to the end of a sentence.







Sometimes a dash is used to separate a list from its summary. The summary may come before or after the list.


The part of the sentence after the dash is often surprising or unexpected. The dash gives you a moment of suspense before the surprise.




Sometimes you may want to emphasise a particular word in a sentence by repeating it. If you do this, use a dash to separate the two identical words.

They tell me he is very kind – I don’t know him.





You could use brackets here.











Apples, pears, plums – all these grow in our orchard.





List





Summary





You could use brackets here.











My favourite kind of fruit is citrus fruit – oranges, grapefruits, lemons, limes.





Summary





List





I opened the lid eagerly and there inside the box was – a dead mouse





PAUSE for a dramatic effect





The jumper she made was full of mistakes – mistakes which you could see at a glance.





You could use brackets here.














