Colons and semi-colons



Colons and semi-colons, like commas and full stops, mark the places where you would break or pause when speaking. You can get away without using them, but they can come in useful and it is worth knowing where you can use them.

Imagine that each punctuation mark has a certain strength according to how long a pause it represents. The comma is the weakest mark; then comes the semi-colon. The colon is stronger than the semi-colon, but weaker than the full stop.
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Old-fashioned teachers used to tell their pupils to pause and count one at a comma, two at a semi-colon, three at a colon and four at a full stop. It might sound rather odd 


if you tried doing this, but it may help you to 


understand how to use colons and semi-colons.








