Long Sentences
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The comma comes before the joining word.











We queued for the concert for four hours, but we didn’t manage to get tickets.





These two parts of the sentence are equally important.











Two or more simple sentences joined together by words like ‘but’, ‘or’, ‘nor’, ‘so’, ‘either’ and ‘neither’ are separated by a comma before the joining word.





When he saw the pirate ship on the horizon, the captain gave the alarm.





A sentence is sometimes made up of one main part (a main clause) with other, less important parts (subordinate clauses) joined to it by words like “when”, “because” and “although”. A subordinate clause is often separated from a main clause by a comma, especially if it comes before the main clause.
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