Brackets and Dashes

Brackets are used in pairs around a group of words to keep them separate from the rest of the sentence. The words inside the brackets can also be referred to as “in parenthesis”.
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The words marked off by brackets introduce an extra idea into the sentence. This extra idea could be an explanation of something else in the sentence, an afterthought, or an interruption of the main idea in the sentence.

Brackets always 


appear in pairs.





(





)





I spoke to Eliza (her sister is a doctor) about your strange symptoms. 





The streets were deserted (it was Easter Sunday) and not a single shop was open.  





I gave the bear a banana (all I had left).   





Interruption





Explanation





Afterthought





If you take away the words between the brackets, the rest of the sentence should still make complete sense. 














