Hyphens

The hyphen is half the length of a dash. It is a linking mark which joins two or more words together to make one word or expression.

Compound words

When two or more words are joined together they are called compound words. They can be compound nouns or compound adjectives.
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Sometimes the compound word is made up of a noun or an adjective and a participle. A hyphen is used to join these.




A hyphen is used to join an adjective or noun to a noun ending in d or ed.



You can use a hyphen to make a group of words into an expression.




You also use a hyphen to write numbers and fractions that are more than one word.



water





wheel





water-wheel





This is a compound noun.











He gave her a five-pound 


box of chocolates.





This is a compound adjective.





short-sighted


hard-wearing


home-made





The kind-hearted old lady gave five pots of home-made jam to the bazaar.





This is a participle.











blue-eyed





heavy-footed





She had a blue-eyed, big-eared, bird-brained boyfriend.





do-it-yourself





good-for-nothing





The do-it-yourself man was a bit happy-go-lucky!





three-quarters


sixty-six





When she reached the age of twenty-one Cynthia inherited three-quarters of her father’s money.








