Full stops and commas with brackets

When you use brackets it is sometimes difficult to decide exactly where to put commas, full stops and other punctuation marks. First work out how you would punctuate the sentence if the words in brackets were not there.


(you all know what we have to do)



The rescue is tomorrow, 

but the plans may be changed any time.

A comma would normally come after the second bracket not before the first one.


We will need to take plenty of provisions (blankets, clothes, food and weapons).

If the words in brackets come at the end of a sentence, a full stop comes after the second bracket.


Wake me early. (Set your alarms for five o’clock.) 

We must leave before it gets light.

If the words in the brackets make a complete sentence and come between complete sentences, put a full stop inside the second bracket.

