Choosing between brackets and dashes

When you want to put words in parenthesis you have to choose whether to use brackets or dashes. This often depends on which you happen to prefer. If you can’t decide, think about how strong a division you want to make between the words in parenthesis and the rest of the sentence.
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If you are still in doubt, it is 

probably safest to use brackets.

Brackets mark the strongest division.








Dashes mark a less strong division.








If the words you want to separate are fairly close to the main meaning of the sentence, a pair of commas may do the job quite well.











